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Article III : Membership


SECTION 1: 
There shall be the following classifications of membership

a.Member

b.Fellow

c.Life Fellow

d.Honorary Member

e.Associate Member

f. Affiliate Member

g.Sponsor


SECTION 2: MEMBER 
A. Membership shall be granted to an ethical registered optometrist who: 
1.  Subscribes to and abides by the Code of Ethics as set forth in the standard application; 

and 
2. Takes a course in Behavioral Optometry authorized or conducted by this Academy. 
B. A member may attend education sessions at assemblies of this Academy and receive 

designated published material. 
C. A member may attend meetings to debate, vote, and hold committee assignments. 

SECTION 3: FELLOW 
A. Fellowship shall be granted to: 
1. Members who have been in good standing for at least two years and who have; 
2. Prepared and presented before the Academy a thesis of 3 cases in Functional Optomet-

ric Training and if chosen combined with Syntonic Optometric training. In this case the 
thesis will also be accepted for the fellowship of the European Academy of Syntonic   
Optometry (EASO) and the College of Syntonic Optometry (CSO) (an individual CSO 
membership of minimum 2 years is mandatory). An article review and a book review on a 
topic which can be off benefit for the profession. Accepted to be of Fellowship grade as 
determined by a vote of the board of Trustees on recommendation by the Board of    
Examiners, or; 

3. Submitted and presented the case studies and article and book review as mentioned 
above, and passed an oral examination of the principles of Behavioral Optometry and If 
chosen Syntonic Optometry before the Board of Examiners. 
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B. A Fellow shall have all the rights and privileges usually accorded to members of like  
bodies any may hold office in this Academy. 

SECTION 4: LIFE FELLOW 
A. Life fellowship shall be recommended by the board of trustees and approved by a three-

fourths vote of the membership at any Annual Meeting to a fellow who has distinguished 
him/herself in Behavioral Optometry or rendered signal service to the Academy. 

B. A Life Fellow shall have all rights and privileges of Active fellowship without further   
payment of dues or fees. 

SECTION 5: HONORARY MEMBER 
Honorary Membership affiliation may be conferred by a two-thirds vote at any Annual Meet-
ing on the recommendation of the Board of Trustees upon any person for signal service to 
this Academy or the science and art of Behavioral Optometry. Honorary Members may not 
debate, vote or hold office, nor pay dues, but may attend sessions and discuss theses pre-
sented. 

SECTION 6: ASSOCIATE MEMBER 
A. Associate Membership shall be granted by the board of Trustees to non-optometric   

licensed health care practitioners and licensed educators who: 
1. Utilize Behavioral Optometric Training in the practice of their profession and, 
2. Have been recommended for Associate Membership to the Board of Trustees by the 

Membership Committee. 
B. An Associate Member may attend designated educational sessions of the Academy and 

receive designated published Academy material. 

SECTION 7: AFFILIATE MEMBER 
A. Affiliate Membership shall be granted by the board of trustees to: 
1. Individuals demonstrating significant interest in the field of Behavioral Optometry such as 

Optometric Vision Therapists: 
2. Application for Affiliate Membership shall be reviewed by the Membership Committee for 

recommendation to the Board of Trustees. 
B. Affiliate members may attend designated education sessions of the Academy and     

receive designated published Academy Material. 

SECTION 8: SPONSOR 
A. Sponsorship shall be granted by the Board of trustees to: 
1. Corporations, businesses, and individuals who desire to support the Academy and the 

practice and principles of Behavioral Optometry; 
2. Application for Sponsorship shall be reviewed by the Membership Committee for       

recommendation to the Board of Trustees. 
B. Sponsors may attend designated education sessions of the Academy and receive    

designated published Academy material. 
_______________
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